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The difficulties in the way of a union with the Scots were
caused by the opposing aims of the two parties. Whereas the
English desired a political alliance for military purposes, the
Scots wanted a religious covenant. Whereas the former were
anxious not to shut the door upon independency, the latter
were adamant against any toleration of sectarianism. At length
a formula was devised to suit both parties, though the sequel
shows that there was the widest divergence in its interpretation.1
By the Solemn League and Covenant, the signatories were
pledged to 'the reformation of religion in the kingdoms of Eng-
land and Ireland, in doctrine, worship, discipline and govern-
ment, according to the Word of God, and the example of the
best reformed churches, and that popery and prelacy should be
extirpated*.2 In accordance with this treaty, the earl of Leven
conducted an army across the border in January 1644.
His advent soon effected a remarkable transformation*
Whereas previously Newcastle had outnumbered his enemies,
he had now to face a new army superior to his own* To prevent
the conjunction of Leven and Fairfax, he hastily marched north
and confronted the Scots, first at Newcastle and then, when the
Scots made a detour, at Durham. A disaster in his rear shat-
tered his plans. Lord Bellusis, who now commanded the York-
shire royalists, took up his position at Selby to prevent the
Fairfaxes from advancing from Hull and attacking Newcastle
in the rear* He was completely overwhelmed on 11 April—a
disaster that had greater results than most of the battles in the
civil war. This one well-planted blow ruined the royalist cause
in the north* Newcastle retreated from Durham, with Leven
at his heels, and took up his position at York, where he was
promptly blockaded by Leven and the Fairfaxes and six weeks
later by the army of the Eastern Association under Manchester
and CromwclL
Rupert, who had marched north, outmanoeuvred the parlia-
mentarians and relieved Newcastle. Believing that he had posi-
tive orders from the king to compel the enemy to fight at all
costs, he insisted on following the parliamentarians to Marston
Moor* There, on as July 1644, the two armies faced one another
—the parliamentarians to the number of 126,000 or 127,000 on the
top of a rolling slope, and the royalists, with 10,000 or 11,000
1 Letters and Journals, ii. #0; Gardiner, (foil War, i, any-38,
a Idem, GonstUutfowl DocumtntSt PP» 367-71,,

